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O1 Sisvéleic oT10 O1EOVEC sutropIo Oev gival KAAES yia TIC EMIXEIPHOEIS KAl TNV
olKovouia

Luisa Santos, AicuBuvTpia AieBvwv Zxéoewy, BusinessEurope

To 2019 cival kpiolun xpovid yia v EupwTrn. YTTapxel To pioko OTI 0TIG EupwTTaikég
ekAoyég 1o Malo, ol otroieg Ba kabBopicouv To kaivouplio EupwTraikd KoivooUAio kai TRV
EupwTraikr EmTpotr, 8a douue Trepaitépw Avodo Tou AdikiopoU. MNpétmel eTTopévwg va
Bpouue TPOTTOUG, KAl PECW TWV TTONITIKWY OIEBVOUG €UTTOPIOU Kal €TTEVOUCEWY, va
QVTIHETWTTIOOUE TIG EUAOYEG aVNOUXIEG TWV TTONITWV. Agv TTPETTEI va CEXVAUE OTI TTAPOTI
n Eupwtraik ‘Evwon dev gival TEAEIA, £XEI PEPEI TTPWTOPAVA EIPAVN KAl EUNUEPIQ aTNV
ATTEIPO.

2¢€ auTd TO TTAQICIO, OI ETTIXEIPNOEIG £XOUV POAO KAEIDI 0TNV KoIvwvid. O IBIWTIKOG TOPEAG
gival n Kupia TNyn epyaciag, mou avTimpoowTelel To 80% Tou cuvolou Twv BEoEwv
epyaciagc otnv EE. O EupwTtraikdg IDIWTIKOG Topéag emiong eivalr CwvTtavog Kal
KaivoTopog. To 2016 emmévduoe oxedov €200 &ig. oTnv avATITUEN VEWV TTPOIOVTWY,
UTTNPECIWY Kal TEXVOAOYIWV Kal XPnUaToddTnoe dnNUOCIEG UTTNPETIES, HECW QOPWY, UE
TTepIcoOTEPA OTTO €2 TPIC.

2€ QUTA TNV onuavtikg Kal dUoKOAN xpovid, n EmTpotm) AieBvoug Eptropiou kai
Etmevduoswv (IRC) Tng BusinessEurope €ixe Tnv eukaipia va ouvavtnBei otnv ABRva,
@IAogevolpevn amd 10 EAAnvIKG Tng péAog, To ZEB ouUvdeopo emixeiprioewyv Kai
Biopnxaviwv.

O1 dUo nuépeg ouvavtnoewy (30 kar 31 lavouapiou) TTPOCEPEPAV TNV EUKAIPIA OTNV
Emrtpoti va oulntoel he Tnv eAAnvIKA Blounxavia kai Tnv EAANvIKA KuBépvnon g n
EAMGSa ptropei va eTTw@eAnBei TEpIcoOTEPO OTTO TO BIEBVEG EUTTOPIO KA TIG ETTEVOUTEIG
YIO va BEATILOOEI TG AVTAYWVIOTIKOTNTA TG evidg Kal ekTOg EE.

Av koitd&oupe Tn pEYAAn eikéva, ol Eupwtraikég TTIXEIPATEIG AVTIMETWTTICOUV CAUEPQ
BaolkéG TTPOKANCEIS OTTWG TO Brexit, TIG avaTpoTTES Kal TIG EVTACEIG OTO OIEBVEG EUTTOPIO
TTOU 0OnNyoUV OTOV EUTTOPIKO TTPOCTATEUTIOUO.

MapdTi N TTPOYpPAUPATIOPEVN NUEPOUNnVia — 29 MapTiou — TTou To Hvwuévo BaaoiAgio Ba
ammoxwpnael emonua amd tnv EE mAnoialer yopyd, dev civar EekdBapo akoua Kai
onuepa Pe Trola cup@wvia Ba oAokAnpwBei n atmoxwpnon TeAIKA. To oevapio TG un-
oupowviag, pe 10 Hvwpévo Baaoilelo, cival 1o xeipdtepo TmBavd atrotéAeocpa. Oa
odnynoel oe peydAn avarapaxn OTIG ETTIXEIPAOCEIG KAl TOUG TTONITEG KAl ETTOPEVWG Eival
éva atmoTEAEOUA TO OTTOI0 OA0I BEAOUNE VO ATTOPEUYOEI.

H ©1ebvng 14¢n, Kkai 18iwg TO TTAYKOOMIO €PTTOPIKO oUOoTna, Blwvouv cofapég
avaTpPOTTEéG, KABWG ATTOPAKPUVOUOOTE a1rd TNV avOIKTA Kal Baciopévn o€ Kavoveg
AgIToupyia TNG ayopdg TTou eykaBidpuBnke YeTa To TEAOG Tou B’ TTayKOOUiIOU TTOAEUOU.
AUTO ek@paleTal péow TNG EANEIYNG EPTTIOTOOUVNG O€ BeooUg OTTwG Ta Hvwpéva 'EBvn
10 NATO, kai o MNaykdéopiog Opyaviopog Eutropiou. ApKei hia avayvwaon Twv EUTTOPIKWV
OX€0EWV Kal DEIKTWV HPE EUTTOPIKOUG £Taipoug OTTwWG N HITA kai n Kiva yia va yivel
avTIANTITO TO pEYEBOG TOU TTPORBAANATOG.

Otav 1a Kpdtn amo@acifouv va AGBouUV LOVOUEPEIC EUTTOPIKEG Kal ETTEVOUTIKEG BETEIQ
QvTi va XPNOIMOTTOIOUV KOIVA aTTOdEKTOUG KAVOVEG, OAO TO BIEBVEG EUTTOPIKO GUCTNUO
TiOeTQ O€ KivOuvo Kal KAVEl T dIEBVN) cuvepyaaoia Twv ETTIXEIPACEWYV TTI0O OUGKOAN.
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MNa mapadeiyua, ol EupwTrdikég egaywyég o€ atadAl Kal ahouivio avTipeTwTTi(ouv 25%
emmAéov daopoug o6tav egdyovral oTic HIMA, kaBwg o1 HMA Bewpouv autéc TIg
EI0QYWYES WG aTTEINA yIa TNV €BvVIKr Toug ac@dAcia. O1 EupwTTaikég TTIXEIPATEIS TTOU
Tapayouv otnv Kiva kal ggayouv oTig HIMA emnpedlovral emmAéov ammd Toug
EMTTPO0BeTOUG daououg TTou emmIfdAAouv ol HIMA oTtnv Kiva.

Kai o1 duokoAieg dev TeAeluvouv €dW. YTTAPXEI AKOPA N ATTEIAA ETITTPOCOETWY SACUWY
ammo TIg HIMA, 1Tou KaAUTITouV OAeg TIG elcaywyég ammd Tnv Kiva, kabwg €miong Kai
duvnTiKoUug dachoug oTnv eEaywyn EupwTrdikwyv auTokivATwy oTig HIMA.

OAa autd Ta péTpa dnuioupyouv véa euTTOdIa oTo BIEBVEG euTTdpIo. AVTi VO avoiyoupe
ayopég, TIG kKAgivoupe. TeAIKA, auTtd Ba eTIQEPEI HEYAAUTEPO KOOTOG OTIG ETTIXEIPAOEIS KAl
OTOUG KATAVOAWTEG. AUTO dev gival KaAS vEO yia Tnv olkovouia. MpETTEl va avTIOTPEWOUE
QUTEG TIG TAOEIG Kal AOYIKEG.



EUROPE
n - I

Trade tensions are not good for business or the economy
Author: Luisa Santos, International Relations Director, BusinessEurope

2019 is a crucial year for Europe. There is a risk that during the European elections in
May, which will determine the new European Parliament and European Commission, we
will see a further rise in populism. We therefore need to find ways, including through our
trade policy, to address the legitimate concerns and anxieties of the people. We should
not forget that although the EU is not perfect, it has brought unprecedented peace and
prosperity in the continent.

In this context, the role of business in the society is key. The private sector is a major
source of employment, accounting for 80% of all jobs in the EU. The European private
sector is also vibrant and innovative. In 2016, it invested almost €200 billion in the
development of new products, services and technologies and financed public services,
through taxes, with over €2 trillion.

In this important and challenging year BusinessEurope International Relations
Committee had the opportunity to meet in Athens, hosted by our Greek member, the
Hellenic Confederation of Enterprises (SEV).

The two days of meetings (30 and 31 January) offered a good opportunity to engage with
high-level representatives from the Greek government and private sector and discuss
how Greece can benefit more from trade and investment and improve its
competitiveness in Europe and abroad.

Looking at the broader picture, European businesses face today some key challenges
namely Brexit, disruption of the global order and rising trade tensions that are leading to
protectionism.

Although the date when the UK is scheduled to officially exit the EU — 29 March — is fast
approaching, it is still not clear today what will finally happen. A no-deal scenario with
the UK leaving the EU without any agreement is the worst possible outcome. It would
lead to major disruption for business and citizens and therefore it's an outcome that we
all want to avoid.

The international order and the global trading system in particular are experiencing
serious existential threats, as we move away from the liberal, rules-based order
established after the end of WWII. This is expressed through the lack of trust in
institutions such as the United Nations and NATO, as well as the crisis in the World Trade
Organisation and trade wars — look at the relations between the US and China.

When countries decide to take unilateral actions, instead of using a rules-based
approach, the whole trading system is in jeopardy and we make life more difficult for
companies.
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For instance, European exports of steel and aluminium are now facing additional 25%
duties when exported to the US because the US considers them to be a threat to national
security. European companies producing in China and exporting to the US are also
being affected by additional duties the US has decided to impose on goods coming from
China.

And this is not over. There is still the threat of additional duties from the US covering all
imports from China and potential duties on EU car exports in the US.

All these measures are creating new obstacles to trade. Instead of opening markets we
are closing them and ultimately this will have a cost for companies and consumers. This
is not good news for companies or the economy. We need to reverse this trend.



